
To whom it my concern: 

I am the daughter of Osvaldo Toledo, the president of the Puerto Rico’s Bar Association and would like 

to call attention to the grave violation of freedom of speech my father has been the victim of. On 

Thursday February 10, 2011, my father was sent to Federal prison for providing orientation to the 

class members concerning the Notice of Class Action Lawsuit in the case of Brown III vs. Colegio de 

Abogados de Puerto Rico (Civil No. 06-1645 (JP)). The Notice of the Class Action Lawsuit sent to the 

class members did not include a form or instructions to opt out of the lawsuit, and the Bar association 

as well as my father’s private office were inundated with telephone calls from the class members of 

the lawsuit asking questions and requesting help with the paperwork. The Bar Association and its 

President were under a gag order not to assist the class members with the required paper work. How 

come a gag order with the only purpose of undermining freedom of expression is allowed?  

The answer is very simple, by seeking $4.1 millions in damages the 10 plaintiffs in the case, one 

disbarred from practicing State law in Puerto Rico due to unethical behavior, will cause the building of 

their headquarter to be auctioned off to obtain the purported $4.1 millions. The extreme right wing in 

Puerto Rico is dead set on trying to eliminate an important legal and civic organization that dates back 

to 1840, the oldest professional organization in the American Hemisphere. Since its creation this 

organization has been providing important pro-bono legal and social services to the disenfranchised, 

and others. They participate in cultural and world peace events, educational activities, etc. This gang 

of 10 wants all this good work and the organization destroyed and disbanded. The Bar Association is 

too much of a threat to them because of the constant resistance it has, and continues exercising 

against social and political abuses. 

The general feeling is that almost all Puerto Rican lawyers do not want to be associated with the gang 

of 10, they want to opt out of the lawsuit, but Federal Judge Jose A. Fusté wants to make sure they 

stay in the lawsuit by depriving them of their right to know. If no information is provided to them on 

opting out of the lawsuit, they will remain in the class against their will. Thousands of them have 

already submitted a decent enough form created by the attorneys themselves. The news from the 

court is that this form that contains all the information necessary to opt out the lawsuit will be 

invalidated because it does not contain their registration number (RUA number), a number they are 

not accustomed to using because it has never been a requirement. What is this? Is the Federal Court 

serving the interests of the people of Puerto Rico or is it in illegal association with the gang of 10? The 

truth is that two of the Federal Judges involved in this situation are part of the gang of 10. Judge 

Fusté, who immorally put my father in prison and has severely injured my father’s health, and Judge 

Jaime Pieras who saw the case and certified the class are both plaintiffs in the lawsuit. Isn’t this an 

unethical conflict of interests? Who are the criminals here, my father who was fulfilling his fiduciary 

duty to his organization or these two judges and their accomplices intent on interfering with the 

Constitution’s protected rights of free association and freedom of speech?  

Sadly, my father, who sternly wanted to remain in prison to send a clear message about the abusive 

tactics used by the court, had to interrupt the cause he is committed to and with the help of the 



Puerto Rican public paid the $10,000 fine. On February 14, 2011 he was released from Federal Prison 

and was transported to a hospital with his health seriously compromised stemming in part from the 

poor conditions he was subjected to while in the Federal Prison.  

From my heart, I am asking all decent human beings out there, do not tolerate abuses. Please stand 

by my father and the Bar Association. They have been instrumental in the defense and support of 

many just causes. You may need them tomorrow, and they might not be there. 

 

 


